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PARISH COUNCIL 

Will be meeting Wednesday, January 22nd at 7PM  
in the Crying Angels Room. 

Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction 
1st Sunday of the month from 1 ~ 3pm  

PARISH STEWARDSHIP FROM LAST WEEK  

     Envelopes: $3,457.00 Loose Cash: $262.00           

Building Fund: $201.00   Children’s Envelopes: $1.25  

Solemnity of Mary: $14.00   Retirement: $2,325.00       
Candle Monies: $57.75 

 TOTAL DEPOSIT LAST WEEK: $6,318.00 

LADIES’ SODALITY  

We will be meeting on Tues, January 21st 
 at 9:30AM  in the church hall.  

We will be holding our 
annual Baby Shower for Birthright. 

        ELIZABETH MINISTRIES 
    Will host a Roller Skating Party  

     on Saturday, January 25th from 10AM ~ Noon 
       at Bazz’s Roller Rink in Rensselaer. 
       Please come join in this family event. 

     Call Mary Bean 219.314.2686 for information. 

 
Need Prayer Intentions? 

Parishioners of St Cecilia will pray for you and 
your special intentions. 

Call Gen Mestrich 956-3020 
You do not have to give your name. 

Call Gen if you can help with the prayer line. 

From the Pastor’s desk: 

   A little boy was caught with his hand in the cookie 
jar, and his mother was furious, "God is very angry with 
you," she shouted.  You'll pay. Just you wait!"  Whereupon 
she banished him to his room.  Within minutes a huge thun-
derstorm erupted.  When mother checked the boy's room, 
she found him peering out the window, munching one of the 
cookies, and muttering to himself, "All this fuss over a cou-
ple of cookies!?"  

 That made his mother even angrier, "He just isn't taking 
this seriously."  So she posted a sign on the refrigerator: 
"God Sees You!" it declared menacingly.  

 At that point, Granny dropped in for a visit.  She saw the 
sign, and quickly got the lay of the land.  So she called the 
boy aside.  "Billy," she said, "every time you read that sign 
on the refrigerator, you just remember that God loves you so 
much that he can't take his eyes off you." 

--------------------- Theological Reflection --------------------- 

  Granny knew what God is really about, but her daughter 
hadn't quite got there yet.  As we hear in this weekend’s 
gospel, John the Baptist had the same problem:  "I didn't 
recognize him," he says.  

 Recognizing God and understanding what God is about 
has always been a problem.  And throughout history, we hu-
man beings have gravitated toward the wrong answer.  
We've tended to think of God as someone dangerous and 
unpredictable, who needs to be neutralized and bought off 
with gifts, prayers, and ceremonies.   

 If only we'd recognize the truth about God.  He is our own 
very dear Father who already wants the best for us.  We 
don't need to bribe Him or talk Him into anything.  What we 
do need is to connect with Him, set down roots in Him who 
is the Ground-of-Our-Being.  All of our praying, all of our 
coming to church, is about that one thing:  Being changed 
by coming very close to God, being transformed by letting 
God touch us on the inside.  And that requires our full and 
sustained attention!  

God wants us to grow into whole, full persons, and to 
become like Him:  Big on the inside, peaceful, and happy.  
That takes lots of growing.  And the growing won't happen if 
we're fiddling around on the outside of life, just showing up 
at church, just "saying" our prayers, just putting in time.  
That stuff does nothing for God and nothing for our insides.  
And because it stays on the outside of things, it's as boring 
as all blazes!  

   My door is always open,  and you are always welcome. 

        Fr. Dennis 
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THE KNIGHT’S OF COLUMBUS Movie Night 
Friday, January 24th, at 7:00pm 

  Unplanned is the story of Abby Johnson and of how she was 
converted from one of the youngest Planned Parenthood clinic 
directors to one of America’s most passionate pro-life advocates. 

Admission is a Free Will offering. 
Refreshments are available for purchase.  

  If you cannot or are not joining in the March for Life in 
Washington, DC, then plan on attending this event and learn 
what the march is all about. 

For more information see any Knight,  
or visit https://www.unplannedfilm.com/  

Reconciliation:    Saturday 11am ~ Noon 

This Week’s Mass Schedule  

20
th  

~  Mon
 
   

 
8:30 am -

  
 Bruce Perisho 

21
st  

~
 
 Tue

 
     8:30 am -  Frank Bryja

 

22
nd  

~  Wed    8:30 am -  People of our Parish 

24
th   

~  Fri       8:30 am -  Mary Lunde 

25
th  

~  Sat      5:00 pm -  Joseph Domsich 

25
th  

~  Sat      7:30 pm -  Hispanic Mass 

26
th  

~  Sun     8:30 am -  Dick Evans 

26
th

 ~  Sun   11:00 am -  People of our Parish 

      

 
          

                 During this time of diocesan and parish         

        renewal, we are excited to announce that we       

                 have received phase II of a national grant from 

Lilly Endowment Inc. The National Initiative to Address 

Economic Challenges Facing Pastoral Leaders phase II 

grant proposal was accepted in December.  

            “Receiving phase II of this grant at this time is such 

a blessing for our diocese as we continue to garner the re-

sources to prayerfully implement the Uniting in Heart 

2030 Pastoral Plan. We wish to continue the good work we 

started in 2016 with our first grant, and these additional 

funds allow us to move forward without interrupting the 

work that is ongoing,” said Bishop Timothy L. Doherty. 

             The phase II scaling grant will support the Uniting 

in Heart 2030 Pastoral Plan that outlines the vision of the 

diocese for the next ten years. Focused on health and vi-

brancy, the plan is rooted in the 3 Pillars of Mission, Com-

munity and Witness—the foundation upon which the dio-

cese will build a new reality and change the culture. 

             The grant, which extends over three years, award-

ed the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana one million dollars. 

As a part of the phase II grant agreement, the diocese 

must have a dollar for dollar match of one million dollars 

by the end of the three years.   

YOUTH GROUP 

The Youth Group will meet Wed. January 22nd 
In the Church Hall from 6-7pm. 

The group is open to those 14~18 years of age. 

Jan. 26th   CCD Mass  (All Classes) Kindergarten 
through grade 9 are asked to be in the hall no  

later than 8:15AM, to begin the joyful celebration of 
Mass with their classmates and Catechist.   

Grade 8  will be in charge of the readings, and  
ushering; Grade 5 will be in charge of the gifts.   

Parents are asked to please promote this outreach. 

The 99 Masterclass 
    You’ve read about it; You’ve heard Carl speak about it.. 
This is a special invitation for those who feel called to share the 
Gospel. We are excited to announce that our parish will launch 
The 99, a powerful evangelization initiative, with a “masterclass” 
in evangelization. If you are simply interested in sharing your 
faith more intentionally, The 99 Masterclass is for you. It will 
draw you into the heart and focus of evangelization through 
presentations from leading experts in ministry, and it is interac-
tive and transformative. The Masterclass will be held on Sundays 
at 9:30 AM in the Crying Angels’ Room starting January 19 and 
Mondays at 7:00 PM in the Church Hall starting January 20. 
Please contact Carl Martikean for more information or to register  

Ministers of the Liturgy   

Weekend of  January 25 ~ 26, 2020 
 

Saturday  5:00pm 
 

Lectors:  Suzanne Herrmann 
Altar Servers:  Volunteers 
E Ministers: E. Habrowski, C. Badowski, J. Juarez 
Gift Bearers: Volunteers 
Ushers: D. Shrall, C. Fox, J. Vorst, S. Davidson 
 

Sunday   8:30am 
 

Lector: Faith Formation, Grades 8 
Altar Servers: Preston Kritlow & Julia Buczek 
E. Ministers: D. Takacs, B. Kovach, D. Dolniak 
Gift Bearers: Faith Formation, Grade 5 
Ushers: Faith Formation, Grade 8 
 

Sunday   11:00am 
 

Lector: Volunteer 
Altar Servers: Volunteer 
E. Ministers: B. Helms & Volunteer 
Gift Bearers:  Greg & Peggy Mitchelin 
Ushers: T. Burke, G. Vahl, D. Yankauskas 

THE KNIGHT’S OF COLUMBUS Pro ~Life Raffle 

  The Knight of Columbus are holding a Pro-Life Raffle 
for either a new 10.2” 32gb iPad or $300.00 cash. 

All net proceeds will help fund pro-life programs. 
Tickets are $1 each or 5/$20 

and available from any Knight. 
Drawing will be Sunday, January 26, 2020 

https://www.unplannedfilm.com/

