
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Held a Red Cross Blood Drive on Sat., May 16 
Thank you to all who came our and donated your 

life saving blood.   
We will be holding another Blood Drive on  

Saturday, Nov. 14th  
Won’t you please consider donating your blood?  

Please call 1-800– Red Cros (733-2767) 
To schedule your donation appointment.  

This Sunday’s Mass  

Will be Livestreamed at 10:30 am 

on our Face Book Page 

St. Cecilia Catholic Church 

No Public Masses Until Further Notice! 

Pastor:    Father Dennis Faker  987-3511 
Deacon:  Joe VanSchepen  956-4643 
Religious Ed Office: 987-3511 
Hispanic Ministry: Claudia Sadowski 219-869-8570 
Secretary: 987-3511 
E-mail:  Church:  saint1@netnitco.net 
            Religious Ed:  saint2@netnitco.net 
Bulletin E-mail: stceciliademotte@gmail.com 

Website: www.stceciliademotte.org 

VISIT & LIKE US ON FACEBOOK AT 

“St. Cecilia Catholic Church” 
And check our website, 

 stceciliademotte.org 

 For prior bulletins, other parish information, as 
well as links to the Diocesan & Vatican Websites! 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP FROM LAST WEEK  

Envelopes: $1,841.00  Loose Cash: $125.00    

     Building Fund: $166.00    Online Giving:  $665.00    

   Food Pantry: $115.00  Catholic Relief Service: $55.00 

TOTAL DEPOSIT LAST WEEK: $2,967.00 

SAINT CECILIA PARISH 
334 FIFTEENTH STREET SW,         P.O. BOX 700 

DEMOTTE, IN 46310  
MAY 17, 2020             6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

GIVING 
St. Cecilia is a medium sized parish with many ministries 

that continue to need your merciful financial support. 
Please don’t forget St. Cecilia when you pay your bills  

so we can pay ours. 

Online and Text giving are now available.  

The link to Online giving is 
on the website:  

www.stceciliademotte.org 

To set up text giving: 

Text StCecilia to 73256 

      

 From the Desk of Bishop Doherty  

 

Wednesday, May 6, 2020  
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

As we continue in this Easter Season, may the radiance of our Risen Christ bless you in faith, hope & charity. 

The Catholic bishops of Indiana announced today, May 6, that across the state we will begin resuming public   
liturgies by May 30, the Vigil of Pentecost. There will be limitations based on public health information and on the 
need for planning for an orderly restart. Each diocese will have its particular rules published as they apply to 
needs and circumstances in that diocese, and ours should be public in the next couple of days.  

We are grateful for our governor’s statements and his presentation of stages for relaxing social distancing. We are 
mindful of the state’s guidelines. Worship and ministry present unique challenges, and out of great care for health 
and safety of our churches and our civic communities, we will have our own timelines. We estimate that there are 
about 130,000 Catholics across our 24 Indiana counties, and it takes a lot of planning to direct that amount of 
traffic.  

All of us have a deep desire for open church buildings, daily public Mass, and the availability of Confession. How-
ever, this announcement and our initial efforts aim at re-establishing public Saturday-Sunday worship. These 
Masses will fulfil requirements of social distancing and the need for face masks, hand sanitizers, and adequate 
cleaning of worship spaces between Masses. 

The dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass automatically is given to anyone who is sick. And of 
course, you should not come to church if you have an illness. The dispensation is extended until August 15 this 
year.  

We are in a pandemic. Our knowledge about it grows from day to day, and the information we get will tell us 
when we can advance and when we have to pull back. What works in a parish of 100 families may not work in a 
parish of one thousand or four thousand households. So we have to be patient with ourselves and with our neigh-
boring parishes and try our best.  

I ask for God’s grace and healing. May God bless you all. May God take care of you all.  

In Christ’s Peace,  
Bishop Timothy Doherty 

 GOOD NEIGHBOR FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS 

Due to an increased demand for food St. Cecilia  
is requesting donations for our local food pantry.   

The time frame for these donations is through the end of May.   
Thank you for considering those in need during the pandemic.    

 Need Prayer Intentions? 
Parishioners of St Cecilia will pray for you and 

your special intentions. 
Call Gen Mestrich 956-3020 

You do not have to give your name. 
Call Gen if you can help with the prayer line. 

From the Pastor’s desk: 

Be Still and Listen 

   There was a rabbi who was having major disagreements 
with his congregation so he called a meeting to settle things 
once and for all.  The rabbi and the eleven elders met around a 
grand conference table and debated the issues one by one till it 
became clear that the rabbi stood alone.  "Enough of this!" said 
the president.  "Let's take a vote and let the majority rule."  A 
vote was taken, the ballots were counted, and the president 
said, "Rabbi, it's eleven to one against you. We have a majority."  

   The rabbi stood, shaking with righteous anger, "So you 
think because of that vote that you are right and I am wrong?  I 
call upon the Holy One of Israel to give us a sign that I am right 
and you are wrong."  With that there was a mighty crash of thun-
der and a bolt of lightning that struck the conference table and 
cracked it in two.  The room was filled with smoke and the el-
ders were hurled to the floor.  But the rabbi stood tall, his eyes 
flashing, with a grim smile on his face.  

   Slowly the president pulled himself off the floor and brushed 
himself off.  "All right," he said, "Eleven to two.  But we still have 
a majority!" 

----------------------- Theological Reflection ----------------------- 

Some folks never get the message!  

   There's not one of us who needs to be told that sometimes 
life can get very complicated, confusing, exhausting, and very 
painful.  That's just a fact that every first grader already knows.  
Troubles come, and when they do, we can feel awfully alone.  

   Jesus understood this very well, and he didn't turn his back 
on our hurt.  Listen to what he says, "I won't leave you or-
phaned.  I will ask the Father to give you an advocate who will 
be with you always."  

   That is God's promise:  We'll never be abandoned or left 
alone; we'll always have the Holy Spirit living right here within 
us, guiding, consoling, probing, inspiring, healing, nudging us in 
the right direction.  Always!  

   That's God's promise.  So why do we so often feel aban-
doned and alone and without comfort or inspiration?  Why aren't 
we getting the message?  Because we're not listening, not lis-
tening with confidence in the full extent of God's powerful love 
for us….not listening with all our heart.  Listening, not talking…
that's what our daily prayer is supposed to be about, and what 
our coming to Mass is all about:  Listening with confident expec-
tation, because our good God has so much he wants to give us, 
so much help, so much comfort, so much wisdom.  

   So let’s be still - very still and silent inside - that we may 
begin to receive what has always been within us from our very 
beginning:  God himself; God within us! 

    My door is always open, and you are always welcome. 

            Fr. Dennis 

LADIES’ SODALITY COOKBOOK 

Need a new idea for something to  

Prepare for dinner or desert? 
Check out our cookbook.   

It has many great recipes and is  
on sale now for only $5!   

Contact Fr. Dennis or Debra Opolski  

ROSARY PRIOR TO MASS 

May is the month we honor Mary 
You are invited to join  the Knights of Columbus  

at 10:10am every Sunday 
as they live-stream praying the Rosary 

prior to Mass 

      

 GUIDELINES FOR OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASSES 

ON MAY 8TH BISHOP DOHERTY ISSUED GUIDELINES FOR THE OPENING OF OUR CHUCH SLOWLY. 

A LINK TO THESE GUIDELINES MAY BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE (STCECILIADEMOTTE.ORG) OR                                                        
BY GOING DIRECTLY TO THE DIOCESAN WEBSITE (DOL-IN.ORG). 

MORE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE TIMEFRAME AS WELL AS                                                                                          
HOW WE WILL SPECIFICALLY BE IMPLEMENTING THESE GUIDELINES WILL BE FORTHCOMING. 

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stannechurchmonterey.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1cc70de35c8f4061dd6508d7d66461fa%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637213598937074204&sdata=XIktSdbIHoWMTrQGT8oPvj3HKANnHhKyFOUYECBfe
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stannechurchmonterey.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1cc70de35c8f4061dd6508d7d66461fa%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637213598937074204&sdata=XIktSdbIHoWMTrQGT8oPvj3HKANnHhKyFOUYECBfe

