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PARISH COUNCIL 

Will be meeting Wednesday, March 19th at 7PM  
in the Crying Angels Room 

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 
Due to lack of participation, the Lenten Bible Study 

“The Road to Redemption”  
will no longer be offered on Monday evenings;  

but will continue to be offered on Sundays at 9:30.  
Sorry for your inconvenience.     

Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction 
1st Sunday of the month from 1 ~ 3pm  

PARISH STEWARDSHIP FROM LAST WEEK  

     Envelopes: $3,921.00 Loose Cash: $366.70  

   Building Fund: $61.00  Children’s Envelopes: $24.25 

    Catholic Moment: $36.00    Ash Wednesday: $20.00       

Candle Monies: $80.50 

 TOTAL DEPOSIT LAST WEEK: $4,509.45 

 
Need Prayer Intentions? 

Parishioners of St Cecilia will pray for you and 
your special intentions. 

Call Gen Mestrich 956-3020 
You do not have to give your name. 

Call Gen if you can help with the prayer line. 

From the Pastor’s desk: 

A bride was ordering her wedding cake and asked the 
cake decorator to inscribe her favorite scripture passage on top.  
It was from John's first epistle, I John 4:18:  "There is no fear in 
love, and perfect love casts out fear."  Just right for a wedding!  

 Unfortunately, the cake decorator didn't know the difference be-
tween an epistle and a gospel, so he went for the gospel, John 
4:18, instead of the epistle, 1 John 4:18.  And when the happy 
couple stepped forward to cut their cake, this is the text they 
found on top:  "You have had five husbands, and the man you 
now have is not your husband."  Happy honeymoon! 

----------------------- Theological Reflection ------------------- 

The woman at the well in this weekend’s gospel had made 
a mess of her life.  She couldn't seem to get a grip on things, and 
she had no idea where she was going.  So Jesus gently helped 
her see where her life was headed (with all those husbands).  
With Jesus’ help, her heart started to long for something more 
than just good times, good food and drink, and the warmth of a 
man's touch.  

 What she wanted is what we all want:  Meaning, purpose, a 
sense of direction; and a calm, sure sense of belonging to some-
one who can fill us full.  And that comes only from being rooted 
deeply in the One who gives us life and “is” Life itself.  He (Jesus) 
alone can fill us full.  There is no other.  

 Jesus helped that Samaritan woman see that her life could be 
different, if only she'd set down her roots in God and get her life 
into harmony with the One who gave her life.  With tears of relief, 
she saw what she needed to do, and she set out to do it. 

 The process of seeing, not only with the head but with the heart, 
is a slow unfolding process.  For most of us, it takes a lifetime.  Bit 
by bit, with great effort and with God's help, our hearts slowly rec-
ognize where life is really to be found.  And bit by bit, often with 
excruciating slowness, we find the truth about our lives:  We find 
the parts of us that are full of life and perfectly in tune with God, 
and we give thanks; and we find, often to our chagrin, parts of our 
souls that we've never seen before, parts that aren't singing in 
harmony with the Lord, or with our neighbors.  

 We struggle to learn a new song, but again and again we forget 
the words and hit sour notes - all the while trying to do our best, 
and we grow weary and lose heart.  Then we remember the wom-
an at the well:  Her new life only began that day.  It didn't get fin-
ished that day or the next.  It couldn't.  And Jesus understood, 
that God our Father, understands that about us.  It takes time.  
What we have been called “to be and are” takes a lifetime.  For 
example, first you have a seed, then the soil, then the water, then 
the sun.  

 So plant your heart firmly in the Lord.  Relax and be quiet so you 
can hear Him.  Rejoice at every new step He helps you take, and 
never give up.  That's all He asks.  He will do the rest! 

    My door is always open and you are always welcome.    

             Fr. Dennis 

SAINT CECILIA PARISH 
334 FIFTEENTH STREET SW,         P.O. BOX 700 

DEMOTTE, IN 46310  
MARCH 15, 2020             3RD SUNDAY OF LENT 

Lenten Penance Services 
 

16
th 

~ Mon 7:00pm - At Sorrowful Mother, Wheatfield 
25

th 
~ Thu  7:00pm - At St. Augusta, Lake Village  

4/1 
 
~ Wed 7:00pm - At St. Augustine, Rensselaer  

4/4 
 
~ Sat 10:00am - At St. Helen’s, Hebron 

No Faith Formation Classes next weekend (3/22) 
Classes resume Sunday, March 29th 

With All Classes Attending 8:30 Mass together 
When Grade 9 will be in charge of the  

Readings and Ushering and  
Kindergarten will present the gifts 

Parents are asked to please promote this outreach. 

Reconciliation:    Saturday 11am ~ Noon 

This Week’s Mass Schedule  

16
th  

~  Mon 
 
   

 
8:30 am -

 
 Poor Souls 

17
th  

~
 
 Tue

 
     8:30 am -  Harry Istok

 

18
th  

~  Wed    8:30 am -  No Mass or Service 

20
th   

~  Fri       8:30 am -  Goeppner Family 

21
st  

~  Sat      5:00 pm -  Samuel Pampel 

21
st  

~  Sat      7:30 pm -  Hispanic Mass 

22
nd  

~  Sun     8:30 am -  Louise Renz 

22
nd 

 ~  Sun   11:00 am -  Poor Souls 

      

           

  The phrase ‘Universal Call to Holiness’ is stressed in 
the Second Vatican Council’s Dogmatic Constitution on the 
Church (Lumen Gentium); it recognizes that all the People of 
God are “called to the fullness of the Christian life and to the  
perfection of charity” (no. 40).  
 This call is directed not only to priests, deacons, and conse-
crated religious, but to the laity as well, and should be pursued 
within an individual’s specific vocation.  We are all called to be 
holy by living our lives with love and by bearing witness in every-
thing we do no matter where we find ourselves. Leading a holy 
life is one way the faithful can evangelize the world but it’s im-
portant we recognize that mistakes are normal and we may falter 
occasionally.  
 “Not everything a saint says is completely faithful to the Gos-
pel; not everything he or she does is authentic or perfect. What 
we need to contemplate is the totality of their life, their entire 
journey of growth in holiness, the reflection of Jesus Christ that 
emerges when we grasp their overall meaning as a person.”  
(Apostolic Exhortation: GAUDETE ET EXSULTATE of the Holy 
Father Francis on the Call to Holiness in Today’s World, 3/2018) 
 Therefore, we too, must see our whole lives as a mission. 
Through prayer and petition, we must listen for God to recognize 
the signs he gives us. “Always ask the Spirit what Jesus expects 
from you at every moment of your life and in every decision you 
must make, so as to discern its place in the mission you have 
received. Allow the Spirit to forge in you the personal mystery 
that can reflect Jesus Christ in today’s world.” 

Only then will we come to realize “…the message of  
Jesus that God wants to speak to the world by your life. Let your-
self be transformed. Let yourself be renewed by the Spirit, so 
that this can happen, lest you fail in your precious mission. The 
Lord will bring it to fulfilment despite your mistakes and missteps, 
provided that you do not abandon the path of love but remain 
ever open to his supernatural grace, which purifies and enlight-
ens.” (GAUDETE ET EXSULTATE of the Holy Father Francis) 
 

YOUTH GROUP 

The Youth Group will meet Wed. March 18th 
In the Church Hall from 6-7pm. 

The group is open to those 14~18 years of age. 

LADIES’ SODALITY  

We will be meeting on Tues, March 17th 
 at 9:30AM  in the church hall.  

PENNY WARS CONTINUE! 

          Universal Call to Holiness: Part 1 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Will be held on Lenten Fridays at 5:30PM 

and will be followed by a Communion Service 

Ministers of the Liturgy   

Weekend of  March 21 ~ 22, 2020 
 

Saturday  5:00pm 
 

Lectors:  Suzanne Herrmann 
Altar Servers:  Volunteers 
E Ministers: E. Habrowski, D. Spradlin, J. Juarez 
Gift Bearers: Volunteer 
Ushers: D. Shrall, C. Fox, D. Medsker, S. Davidson 
 

Sunday   8:30am 
 

Lector: Debra Courtright 
Altar Servers: Molly Summers & Olivia Kritlow 
E. Ministers: C. Goetz, D. Dolniak, D. Opolski 
Gift Bearers: Volunteers  
Ushers: D. Cooper, J. Dolniak, J. Pilarski, Volunteer 
 

Sunday   11:00am 
 

Lector: Catherine Allen 
Altar Servers: Volunteer  
E. Ministers: Bridget Helms & Volunteer 
Gift Bearers: Volunteer 
Ushers: A. Helms, AJ. Helms, Volunteers  

THE KNIGHT’S OF COLUMBUS 

The Knights of Columbus will celebrate our  
first Exemplification Ceremony at St. Cecilia 

on Sunday, March 22nd at 12:30pm. 
2 brothers, Michael Brennen and Jeffry Iar Augustine, 
will be promoted from 1

st
 degree to 3

rd
 degree status 

and Chad Lindberg will be brought in as a new Knight 
Everyone is invited to join us. 

MONSIGNOR SELL UPDATE 

Msgr Sell is scheduled for brain aneurysm surgery on March 25th. 
Please keep him in your prayers. 

If you would like to send a card: c/o St. Ambrose Church, 
2801 Lincoln St., Anderson, IN 46016-5068   


